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MATTER OF: A d u l t  and F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  of t h e  
Depar tmen t  of Human Resources, S t a t e  o f  
Oregon 

DIGEST: 

Under our  Bid P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s ,  p r o t e s t s  f i l e d  
i n i t i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  mus t  be  f i l e d  
i n  o u r  O f f i c e  w i t h i n  1 0  work ing  d a y s  of a c t u a l  o r  
c o n s t r u c t i v e  knowledge of i n i t i a l  a d v e r s e  a g e n c y  
a c t i o n .  

The A d u l t  an? Fami ly  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
Depar tment  of Human Resources, S t a t e  o f  Oregon ( S t a t e ) ,  
p ro t e s t s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  i t s  p r o p o s a l  by  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Depar tment  of A g r i c u l t u r e ' s  Food and  N u t r i t i o n  S e r v i c e  (FNS) 
for o p e r a t i o n  of an  expanded d e m o n s t r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  p r o v i d i n g  
c a s h  i n  l i e u  of food  s t a m p s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s .  The FNS 
r e j e c t e d  t h e  S t a t e ' s  p r o p o s a l  b e c a u s e  i t  was l a t e .  

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t  a s  u n t i m e l y .  

The RFP was i s s u e d  Augus t  9 ,  1982 ,  and p r o p o s a l s  were 
d u e  by Sep tember  9 .  S t a t e  s e n t  i t s  proposal  to  t h e  FNS on  
Sep tember  1 by a c o n m e r c i a l  d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e ,  On Septe:n- 
ber 20 ,  i t  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  f rom t h e  FNS d a t e d  Septem- 
ber 1 5 ,  a d v i s i n g  t h a t  i t s  proposal was r e j e c t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  
t h a t  i t  was rc lce ived  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 h o u r s  l a t e .  S t a t e ,  o n  
Sep tember  2 0 ,  v e r b a l l y  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  FNS 
and t h e  FNS a d v i s e d  S t a t e  on  Sep tember  25 t h a t  i t s  proposal 
" c o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  d e a d l i n e  was a c o n t r a c t  
r e q u i r e m e n t . "  On O c t o b e r  9 ,  S t a t e  was a d v i s e d  by  t e l e p h o n e  
t h a t  i t s  p ro te s t  had been  r e j e c t e d .  

Under o u r  Bid P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s ,  p ro tes t s  f i l e d  
i n i t i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y ,  as  h e r e ,  mus t  be 
f i l e d  i n . o u r  O f f i c e  w i t n i n  1 0  work ing  d a y s  o f  a c t u a l  or 
c o n s t r u c t i v e  knowledqe of  i n i t i a l  a d v e r s e  a g e n c y  a c t i o n .  
4 C.F.R. S 2 1 . 2 ( a )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  Sta+:e was a d v i s e d  o f  t h e  
re jec t ion  o f  i t s  pro tes t  by t h e  FNS a t  t h e  l a t e s t  on 
O c t o b e r  9 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p r o t e s t  f i l e d  w i t h  o u r  O f f i c e  on 
November 22 ,  1982 ,  more t n a n  1 0  work ing  d a y s  a f t e r  
O c t o b e r  9, is  u n t i m e l y .  
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The protest  is dismissed. 

Acting General C o u n s e l  
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